
February 28, 2017 
 
The Equality and Justice Committee of the Franklin County League of Women Voters held it’s first meeting at 
Greenfields Market on Saturday afternoon, February 25. 
13 women were present for the meeting.  We introduced ourselves and our reason for having chosen this 
committee 
 
Recorder:  Micki Paddock volunteered. (MP note-These will be written as notes/summaries rather than official 
minutes. Input is welcomed and encouraged in order to present these in a useful form) 
 
Chair or Co-Chairs:   
June Kuzmeskus volunteered to serve as chair for the afternoon 
First task was to fill the role(s) of chair or co-chairs.   
The group discussed duties of the position and agreed these included: 
1. Facilitation of each meeting 
2. Creation of an agenda prior to meetings to move group-chosen tasks forward 
Lee Wicks offered to Co-Chair beginning in May 
No other Co-Chair(s) stepped forward at this meeting 
 
Focus issue: Immigration  
Everyone in the group felt that immigration issues were of pressing concern 
The committee sees immigration as an important local issue for moral, ethical and economic reasons 
There was a wide interest in other areas of justice 
Our immediate goal formed as an event to lead us forward to larger work.  
 
Brainstorming questions/ideas around the issue: 
a. What can we do in the short term to deal with these issues? 
b. We are from such small, scattered towns; it is difficult to get information in a timely way to help in an 
emergency. 
c. Newspaper article to explain how immigrants deal with the citizenship issue? 
d. Create a list of help for immigrants. 
e. Don’t want to duplicate services already in place. 
f. Bring issue to town meetings? 
g. How to bring immigrants out of the shadows to discover pathway to citizenship 
 
Goal: Forum/Seminar on immigration (after a motion, Kay and second, Lee)  
1. Immediate goal is to educate the community around larger issues and challenges of immigrants 
2. Larger, longer-term goal might be immigration reform 
3. We plan to present a program to educate ourselves, immigrants, and the wider community on these issues: 
What immigrants need 
What they contribute 
Why they feel threatened 
How can we support them?  
4. There are so many undocumented dairy and field workers in Franklin County and beyond 
5. They are a critical resource for our local food focus   
6. The contribution of immigrants to our small towns is huge, but not acknowledged or known as a rule.   
7. The local food movement relies on immigrant labor and people are often ill informed 
8. How can we celebrate immigrant culture? 
9. Seek legal advice as to how to help undocumented workers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Immediate work: 
Members and the agencies they offered contact to start the work of planning an event around immigration: 
Center for New Americans, Micki Paddock 
Pioneer Valley Workers’ Center, Annie Sexauer 
CISA, Rose McWilliams 
United Farm Workers, Lee Wicks 
Literacy Project, Maureen Blackmore 
Immigration lawyer, Joan Rockwell 
Catholic Charities, Maureen Blackmore 
Some other agencies/ideas (these do not have member contacts yet): 
Police or other law enforcement, Greenfield? Sanctuary towns, universities and area prep schools 
 
When these contacts are made, some questions would be: 
Would you be willing to speak at an event? 
What can LWV do to help without duplicating work? 
What is really needed? 
 
As we start on this work, we are eager to hear from Marie and meet on a committee level with a state LWV 
representative. 
The next committee meeting chosen was for Saturday, March 25 at 3 at Greenfield’s Market 
 
Needs/follow up next meeting: 
Need another person or two to head the committee  
Set up next meeting venue, Maureen 
Schedule LWV state representative to attend committee meeting, Marie? 
Offer to report committee plan for March 4 general meeting 
 
Joan Rockwell mentioned an exceptional seminar she attended in Maine and offered some website resources, 
one of which is caringcommunities.com.  Joan also mentioned a petition she was preparing and has now 
shared for offering at town meetings. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Micki Paddock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


